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Sprecher Automation GmbH 

Business Areas 

• Power system automation, protection, 
& control 

• Switchgears & substations 

• Industrial automation 

 

Company History 

• 2002 MBO Alstom, 160 Employees, 1 Site 

• 2019: ~550 Mitarbeiter, 11 Sites 
40 nations, 530 customers, > 2500 projects 
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Interoperable Communication? 
CIM Reference Model – IEC 61970 
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http://smartgridstandardsmap.com/ 
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Communication protocol:  

common language 

Verteiltes Automatisierungsnetzwerk 

Vendor B 

Vendor A 

…
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Interoperability in Practice 

https://curtisguilbot.wordpress.com/2015/06/11/how-to-overcome-incomplete-enterprise-software-requirements/ 
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Interoperability in Practice 

• „Common language“ (i.e. communication protocol) is only one building block 

• What about the content? 

• Which measurements to send 

• In which format 

• Which time zone 

• How often 

• … 

• Standard-conformity equals interoperability? 

• What about cybersecurity? 

• Encryption algorithms 

• Hashing algorithms 

• Key exchange mechanisms 

• … 

 



Conclusion 

• For some common use cases, communication 
protocols for process data are well standardized and 
established 

• Increasing digitalization leads to increasing amount 
of use cases for data exchange 

•  Increasing need for common profiles 

• Common, established and independent process for 
profile development, publication and testing is 
necessary! 
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